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CELEBRATE BANDERA FEATURES CIRCLE OF LIFE POW WOW

by Lakota J. Abbott - Comanche
The sheer excitement of a traditional Native American Pow Wow is second to none. Since 1995 Celebrate Bandera has hosted what has become one of the state’s most popular Pow Wows.   With the growth and success of the Pow Wow has come a renewal of the “Circle of Life.”  This year will be the 4th Annual Labor Day Weekend Pow Wow at Celebrate Bandera where Native American dancers, artists, and story tellers will come from every corner of the country to re-unite in celebration of their ancestry, customs, and traditions. 

Everyone is invited to participate in the “Circle of Life” Pow Wow this Labor Day weekend in Bandera.  The “Circle of Life” is a recognition that we are all one people, one humanity, one brotherhood.  The trail has been long and weary, but with the promise of new tomorrows through education, observation, and interpretation, the history, language, and customs of all Native American nations will thrive, no longer to be forgotten. 

Step into the past for a moment.  Imagine that you’ve just walked out of the woods into an open clearing. A flowing stream ripples down the hillside. You’ve walked into some sort of camp. You are surrounded by people with reddish-brown skin.  Men, women, and children with raven-black hair are dressed in robes of hide adorned with beading and feathers unlike any you have ever seen. 

The “People,” as many of them call themselves, are busy about. You see an elder of obvious honor and distinction chanting melodic words unlike any you have ever heard. The words seem to be in concert with the surrounding sounds of nature. Others are gathered in small groups in conversation or daily tasks. Laughter can be heard from the unburdened children as they play simple but engrossing games with nothing more than sticks and rocks. 

Tepees surround the camp, each facing an easterly direction. They too are adorned and painted with symbols, signs, and replications of the deer, the wolf, the buffalo, and the eagle.   Smoke rises from a hole in the center of these dwellings and combines with a sage-smelling smoke from the central gathering place. The “People” are eager for a momentous event about to begin.

They quietly gather in reverence around a large circle.  Dressed in leather regalia that is clearly not daily attire, their feet shuffle in expectation.  They carry their exquisite hand-made wares of lances, spears, knives, staffs, and fans made of feather. The women are colorful and glowing, waiting with expectation for this significant event to begin. The children stop their play, reach for the hands of their families as all bow their heads in unison. Drums begin to beat. A prayer begins.  Even if you don’t know the words, you somehow know the meaning, and you bow your head with them. 

You have stumbled upon a Native American Pow Wow and entered the “Circle of Life.”  Most remarkably, despite the historical hardships of the “People,” today’s Native American Tribes are steadfast in observing this ancestral union as it was done generations ago. Perhaps it is a good harvest, appreciation of family, or just dancing in celebration.  As they give thanks to Mother Earth and Father Sun, the tradition continues.

Pow Wows are now held nationwide as Native Americans from multiple tribal affiliations don their regalia to meet and join as one in what is known as Intertribal Pow Wows. This year, just outside of Bandera at Mansfield Park, the Sacred Circle will come to life again with an invitation to all—young and old— who want to embrace its welcome. Native story tellers, flute players, and drummers representing the sacred directions are ready to entertain and educate as you enter our “Circle of Life.”  

Step into the past, witness history, and celebrate the future. Bring your friends and family to see, participate in, and enjoy a host of weekend grand events, activities, and food during the 4th Annual Labor Day Intertribal Pow Wow at Celebrate Bandera on August 30th and 31st.  For more information about Celebrate Bandera, go to our website at www.celebratebandera.com, or call us at 830-796-4447.  

