PRESS RELEASE 

CONTACT:  GENIE STRICKLAND 

                        830-796-4447 

                                  THE WILD WEST GETS WILDER IN TEXAS!

     The history of one of the Hill Country’s most colorful towns comes alive as Bandera, Cowboy Capital of the World, hosts the 7TH annual Celebrate Bandera party Labor Day weekend.  If you love cowboys don’t miss this action packed weekend!  

The celebration begins Friday, August 29TH  at 5 pm.  Just follow the cowboys and horse trailers to the rodeo grounds at Mansfield Park, where Dodge Rodeo presents the Cowboy Mounted Shooters Competition.  This annual event is hosted by Bandera’s own Cowboy Mounted Shooters Association and provides attendees a chance to see cowboys and cowgirls in period costumes riding at top speeds while shooting pistols at balloon targets.  The group returns Saturday morning at 8 am for a highly competitive Colt Eliminator Competition.

At 6 pm you can visit Bandera City Park where the wagons have been circled for a traditional cowboy chuck wagon supper.  Tickets are only $10.00 and include music from well know cowboy singer Duke Davis.  

Saturday morning, Bandera will be buzzing with a huge arts and crafts fair opening on the Courthouse lawn at 9:00 am,  Anticipation builds as time grows near for the Y.O. Ranch longhorns to make their appearance promptly at 11 am .  Y.O. wranglers and Celebrate Bandera drovers drive their herd into Bandera from the Hill Country State Natural Area, kicking off the annual Labor Day Parade and heralding Bandera’s colorful past as head of the famed Western Trail.  Bandera was a major gathering point for the longhorn herds that made their way up the Western Trail to market in Kansas and beyond.  

The Y.O. cattle drive has become an annual tradition at Celebrate Bandera. The unique procession features cattle and trail ride enthusiasts, followed by characters and re-enactors representing different periods of Bandera’s history.  

 The Intertribal PowWow—bigger than ever and lasting for two days—gets under way at noon Saturday at Manfield Park.  The “Circle of Life” Pow Wow is a gathering place of Indians of many Native American Tribes.  As in the traditional Indian way, the Pow Wow’s have always been a time to renew friendships, eat, share cultural history and dance.  Don’t miss an opportunity to visit their new Interpretive area where Native American performers will tell stories, play flutes, carve and discuss cultures for their particular tribe.  Admission is just $2.00 for adults and children under 13 or free.  

Bandera City Park will be alive with exhibits and children’s activities. The San Antonio Living History Association, Brazos Bottom Cowographers, Concho Cowboys, Buffalo Soldiers, the Texas Longhorn Riders Association, and Dr. E.T. Bushrod’s Medicine Show are all ready to entertain you with gun fights, song and western history.  KR Woods and the Camp Cookie Review will be on hand hosting stick horse races, cow chip tossing and some children’s story telling.  Chuck wagon cooks will be cooking and handing out samples of their fare.  All of the action is free!  

      There’ll be more action Saturday night in Mansfield Park, where guests can catch the finals of Dodge Rodeo’s events.  Presented by Medina River Ranch Resort, the Cowboy Mounted Shooters Competition begins at 5 pm followed by the Wild West Show at 6:30. 

       Bandera has a colorful heritage.  It is a perfect place for a Wild West Show and the town has brought back William Frederick Cody, “Buffalo Bill”, to do it.

       It was Buffalo Bill who was responsible for creating the rodeo.  Indeed, many look at him as the grandfather of the rodeo.  The first formal rodeo took place on July 4, 1882, in North Platte, Nebraska and Buffalo Bill put it on.  The town there was celebrating the return of its favorite son, Buffalo Bill, and asked him to plan a shindig to celebrate America’s birthday and boy did he do just that.    He invited over 1000 cowboys to participate in contests of things that they did everyday, i.e., ride bucking broncos, bulls and buffalo.  They roped, bull dogged, twirled guns, did sharp shooting, and raced horses.  The event was so successful and so praised by the press that the American public clamored for more and Buffalo Bill listened because in 1883 he put a similar program together and launched a Wild West Show that traveled all over America and Europe that lasted thirty years.  

Then Hold on to your hats because starting at 8:00 p.m. it’s the Dodge Rodeo National Professional Bull Riders’ Challenge the “Hottest Eight seconds of the Year!”.  

    Immediately following the Bull Rider’s Challenge is the first of the Kings of Western Swing Dance series at all the music venues in Bandera.  That only leaves a few hours to catch your breath and get some rest before Sunday’s Cowboy Church Service on the River and the Circle of Life Intertribal Pow Wow begin again.  Visitors can enjoy more Arts and Crafts and great music at the Courthouse.  

Sunday afternoon brings the second in the Kings of Western Swing dance series all the music venues in Bandera.  Then it’s back to the Wild West show at 5:30 and the Dodge Rodeo National Professional Bull Rider’s Challenge at 7 pm at Mansfield Park.  Whew!    

Final party time begins at 10 pm at the famous music venues in Bandera. 

Check our web site at www.celebratebandera.com for entertainment schedule at the local music venues  FYI • For more information about Celebrate Bandera, and to get ticket information for special Wild Cowboy Mounted Shooters, the Wild West Show and the  Dodge Rodeo Bull Rider’s Challenge, 800-364-3833, or visit the web site at www.celebratebandera.com.  

