FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  GENIE STRICKLAND 

                      830-796-4447 

HEAD ‘EM UP AND MOVE ‘EM OUT

The Bandera Community Foundation hit a home run in 2003 when for the 150th Anniversary of the City of Bandera they made the decision to drive a herd of Longhorn down Main Street.  Why would they do that?  Well, part of the history of the area was the fact that Bandera was one of the major gathering places for the over 6 million head of longhorns that were drive to points north in the late 1800’s.  It was a natural decision to honor our past and celebrate one of the historical facts that helped make Bandera the Cowboy Capital of the World.  Besides, everyone loved it!  

Now a tradition, Celebrate Bandera scheduled for August 29th, 30th and 31st will once again excite the crowds with the longhorn cattle, best known from Texas, as the Y.O. Ranch drovers and the Celebrate Bandera trail riders take them down Main Street.  The event is not easy to do.  It takes months of planning by Trail Ride Boss, Carey Reed and her group of Celebrate Bandera Scouts.  Permission must be obtained from land owners, Texas Department of Transportation ,the City, and the State Hill Country Natural Area.  It takes outfitters, camp cooks (Dusty Britches and his team), procurement Chairman Nancy Keller (she’s up at 3:00 am) and cooperation and organization of our local sheriff’s department, highway patrol and local police.  Arrangements have to be made for hay and water for the cattle and horses and the riders.  It is an event that excites the visitors and locals alike and it could not be done without the help of all of these volunteers.  What’s really special is they always seem to arrive exactly on time for the 11:00 am scheduled arrival and are always followed by a spectacular parade. 

The best part is, you can be a part.  Anyone with some horsemanship skills can ride on the annual trail ride from the State Hill Country Natural Area all the way to the pick up point for the Longhorns.  You can ride your own horse or you can rent one from a local outfitter.  It only cost $35.00 for the ride and that includes a great chuck wagon breakfast and a nifty souvenir button that identifies you as a trail rider (horse rental is extra and arranged directly with the outfitters).   If you want to ride in the Celebrate Bandera Cattle Drive or the Celebrate Bandera Parade, check out the web site at www.celebratebandera.com or call 830-796-4447.  

